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The Homedale Elementary 
School’s new loading zone caused 
confusion in its first week of 
operation, but most agree it will 
be helpful and safer in the long 
run.

“It’s plugging up a little in 
the afternoons,” Homedale 
Elementary Principal Scott Freeby 
said Thursday. “The more people 
catch on, the smoother it gets. It’s 
kind of like the airport.”

The system went into operation 
on Sept. 11.

Freeby said the system got 
smoother as the week went on 

School’s new drop-off  area 
seen as budding benefi t

Retailer wants 
airport acreage

Silver City Road construction completed

A spokesman for Gov. Jim 
Risch said last week that the state 
still has not received a plan of 
attack from Owyhee County to 
combat West Nile Virus, and until 
a plan is received no 2006 disaster 
funds will be released.

“(Owyhee County officials) 
have not received any disaster 
assistance money from the state, 
nor has a plan been submitted,” 
Risch spokesman Brad Hoaglun 
wrote in an e-mail to The Owyhee 
Avalanche on Thursday. “Until a 

plan is agreed 
to  and the 
criteria is met, 
it is unlikely 
state funding 
w i l l  b e 
available.”

With fall 
approaching, 
however, it 
all may be a 
moot point. 
West Nile season is expected to 
end when mosquitoes die off with 
the year’s fi rst frost. 

Meanwhile, county commission 
chairman Hal Tolmie maintained 
the county’s strategy for the rest 

State: County won’t get 
WNV money without plan
Tolmie questions 
if  aerial spraying 
would stop virus

Hal Tolmie

After two months of intensive 
construction, the Silver City Road 
reopened to traffi c Friday.

The Langdon Group, Inc., the 

public relations fi rm for project 
engineer J-U-B Engineers, said 
in a press release that minimal 
delays will exist through this 

week as construction crews fi nish 
cleanup work.

With the construction done, 
the trick now will be keeping 

motorists safe on the new roadway 
to one of Owyhee County’s oldest 
towns.

“Our main concern now is that 

the road is in such good shape that 
the speed of motorists will be the 

–– to page 4A

–– to page 5A

New loading zone will enhance students’ safety
Benny Schamber, a third-grader at Homedale Elementary, steps into an SUV parked in the new loading 

area outside the school Thursday.

A new player entered the fray 
Wednesday night in the ongoing 
story of seven city-owned acres 
near the Homedale Airport.

Alan McRae, a Homedale 
resident who works for Caldwell-
based The Preferred Company, 
presented a lease proposal for one 
of his real estate clients during 
Wednesday’s fi rst Homedale City 
Council meeting of the month.

The proposal is to lease 1 to 1½ 
of the parcel for construction of 
a 15,000-square-foot department 

store building.
“(The client) knows what 

he has to offer will be a plus 
for Homedale,” McRae said 
before last week’s meeting. 
“He’s interested in coming in 
and bringing jobs and bringing in 
a pretty nice store.”

McRae said the store would 
create 10 or 20 jobs and maybe 
as many as 30 full- and part-time 
positions.



An unreported small plane 
crash in the Owyhee River earlier 
this month resulted in what 
offi cials called needless search 
operations and wasted resources 
for the Malheur County Sheriff’s 
Offi ce and Idaho Air National 
Guard. 

Malheur  County  Sher i ff 
Andrew Bentz reported last 
Wednesday that a single-engine 
Cessna 180 fl own by Ray Gross 
of Wilder crash-landed in the 
Owyhee River between Rome 
and the Owyhee Reservoir on 
Sept. 2. 

Reports state Gross and the 
plane’s owner, Canyon County 
resident Martin Koch, left the 
area with help from campers, 
but failed to report the incident 
to authorities. 

Malheur officials learned 
of the incident Sept. 9 when 
they received a report from 
recreationists in the area who 
had found the wreckage. 

“We had to assume there were 
still people with the crash,” Bentz 
said. “We were lucky in that 
we were able to enlist an Idaho 
Air National Guard helicopter 
to aid in locating the plane and 
accessing it.” 

Bentz said it took his deputies 
two days to access and investigate 
the crash. 

“The frustrating part was that 
no one called it in,” Bentz said.

Bentz said the crash was caused 
when the pilot, Gross, attempted 
to use an improvised runway 
above the Owyhee River. The 
plane crashed in the Owyhee 
River shortly after takeoff. 

The re  were  no  in ju r i e s 
reported.

Safety investigator Tom Little 
handled the crash probe for the 
National Transportation Safety 

Board, was assigned the crash 
investigation. On Thursday, Little 
told The Owyhee Avalanche 
that the crash was caused by 
“operational (pilot) error” and 
classifi ed it as the aeronautical 
equivalent of a “fender bender.” 
Little said the plane did not appear 
to have any mechanical issues 
that may have contributed to the 
crash.
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Vic’s Family 
Pharmacy

Full Service Pharmacy• Drive-Thru Service
Compounding Lab at Both Locations!

• Custom Compounding to meet 
   each patients’ specifi c needs
• Hospice, Pain Management,
   Geriatric and Pediatric (we can
   provide specifi c solutions for 
   unique medication problems)
• Specializing in 
   Bio-Identical Hormones

Competitive Prices • Free Delivery

NAMPA
1603 12th Ave. Rd.

465-7000
9-6 Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri

9-7 Tues, 9-1 Sat

KUNA
173 W. 4th St.

922-4400
9:30-6:30 Mon - Fri

9-1 Sat

STEAK & RIBS ALWAYS!
Great Beer & Idaho Wine List

BREAKFAST SAT & SUN 8:30
DINNER DAILY AT 5-9 PM

CLOSED MONDAYS
PRIVATE BANQUET ROOM
208 Main St. • Marsing

896-5995 - RESERVATIONS

King Crab • 1 lb. Steamer Clams • LobsterKing Crab • 1 lb. Steamer Clams • Lobster
DAILY SEAFOOD SPECIALSDAILY SEAFOOD SPECIALS

NEW ENGLAND CLAM BAKENEW ENGLAND CLAM BAKE
GATEWAY’S FAMOUS CALAMARIGATEWAY’S FAMOUS CALAMARI

FRIDAY FRESH FISH NIGHTFRIDAY FRESH FISH NIGHT

PRIME RIB - FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHTS 

Homedale 
man still 
in Boise 
hospital 

Victim not 
coherent; police 

seek suspects
A 49-year-old Homedale man 

remains hospitalized after a 
beating outside a Homedale bar 
nearly two weeks ago. 

“ H e  i s  i n - a n d - o u t  o f 
consciousness, but not coherent,” 
Homedale Police Cpl. Andrew 
Hoagland said Friday of Douglas 
Grever, who was airlifted to a 
Boise hospital after being found 
beaten and unconscious in the 
early morning of Sept. 8.

The investigation is ongoing. 
Hoagland said police have a 
suspect in the case, but declined to 
reveal further information.

Grever was the victim of a 
beating at approximately 2 a.m. 
on Sept. 8. A bartender and 
patrons from O’Henry’s Pub on 
West Idaho Avenue noticed two 
males attacking Grever on South 
1st Street West. The suspects 
fl ed the area when they noticed 
onlookers.

“The bartender saw two persons 
dragging a third individual out in 
the road,” Homedale Police Cpl. 
Ian Takashige said shortly after 
the attack. 

“When the two men saw the 
bartender and bar patrons, they 
fl ed the scene.” 

Grever was bleeding from 
the head and unconscious when 
police arrived. His wounds were 
apparently caused by multiple 
punches and possibly kicks to 
the head. 

H o m e d a l e  A m b u l a n c e 
responded, but he was eventually 
transported to Saint Alphonsus 
Regional Medical Center via air-
ambulance. He was admitted to 
the intensive care unit and was 
still hospitalized as of Friday.

There is no evidence of any 
weapons involved at this time, 
and no motive for the attack has 
been released. 

Anyone with information 
should contact the Homedale 
Police Department at 337-4642.

—JWB

Have
a news tip?

Call  us!

337-4681

Malheur Sheriff  spends resources on 
unreported plane crash at river’s edge

Sheriff  forced to search for wreckage of  unreported plane crash
National Transportation Safety Board Investigator Tom Little said a single-engine plane crash Sept. 2 

near Rome was the equivalent of a “fender bender.” Photo by Malheur County Sheriff’s Offi ce.

Second plane crash 
in Owyhee Canyon this month

A toddler runs near the wreckage of a second plane mishap near 
Lake Owyhee. This crash occurred at the Pelican Point airstrip along 
the shore of Lake Owyhee. A single-engine Aviat A-1B owned by John 
Morgan of Gardnerville, Nev., crashed during landing earlier this 
month. No other details are available. Photo by Mark Aman

Lake Owyhee 
area site of  two 

wrecks this month

‘We had to 
assume there 
were still people 
with the crash.’ 

— Andrew Bentz
Malheur County 

Sheriff

Little said his report was 
submitted to the Federal Aviation 
Administration, which will decide 
later if Gross will face sanctions 
for the crash.

Gross and Koch could not 
be reached for comment on the 
crash.

— JWB
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896-4162Help is Just Around the Corner

Now Stocks

Quality True Value Paints in 
5 Gallon Buckets!

MARSING             HARDWARE 

Available in both interior and exterior 
paints & primers, barn and fence paints!

DITCH PUMPS - WELL PUMPS
 PUMP SALES, SERVICE, REPAIRS & INSTALLATION

KINETICO QUALITY WATER SYSTEMS
A KINETICO QUALITY WATER SYSTEMS SATELLITE DEALER

NEW SALES, SERVICE, INSTALLATION & SUPPLIES

WATER HEATERS
SALES, REPAIRS & REPLACEMENT

Your water is our business

S

Monday-Friday 8:00am-6:00pm
Sat 8:00am-4:00pm

1904 East Chicago St., “C” - Caldwell, ID (208)459-8274

ID
#

R
C

E
-2

70
3

79
93

5

WE BUILD HOMES STARTING AT
$50 A SQUARE FOOT

•$45,000 average equity at move-in!
•5-bedroom plans available

•2”x6” exterior walls rated at R-23
•100% financing, O.A.C.

Adair builds conventionally constructed homes, and prices them 
significantly less than what the home is worth.

We help you plan your project from start to finish and we have the resources 
to finance your land, improvements & home together in one Loan Package.

If your Idaho Dream is to have it all—the land, the new home,
the room to roam—let us show you the affordable path.

Practical Homes for Practical People!
www.adairhomes.com

THE AFFORDABLE PATH 
TO A NEW COUNTRY HOME

The Melba School District 
board of trustees approved an 
emergency fund levy earlier this 
month that temporarily will raise 
property taxes in parts of Owyhee 
County.

Melba district patrons in 
Owyhee,  Canyon and Ada 
counties will see a new levy 
amount on their December tax 
notices. 

According to the schedule 
published this week by the school 
district, patrons will pay an 
additional 60 cents for every 
$1,000 of assessed property 
value.

The school board passed the 
measure at its Sept. 6 meeting.

The emergency levy will be 
in effect for only one year and 
will raise a slightly more than 
$100,000. 

Melba schools superintendent 
Robert Larson said no election 
was necessary because the 
increase is under the ceiling 
established by Idaho Code that 
would require a vote.

Larson said the increase 
became necessary when the 
student enrollment ballooned 
7 percent in August. Melba’s 
enrollment stands at 747, up from 
696 a year ago.

“We didn’t anticipate nearly 
50 kids,” Larson said. “We were 
anticipating 24 to 30.”

The money generated by the 
emergency action will be used to 
fi nance desks, chairs, books and 
staff for an additional third-grade 
classroom, Larson said. 

He added that Melba already 
had added a first-grade and 
kindergarten class for the 2006-
07 school year.

The levy also will help provide 
additional staffi ng and educational 
supplies at the middle school and 
high school levels.

The emergency levy isn’t 
related to the three fai led 
attempts to extend the district 
plant facilities levy, and Larson 
said the district still wasn’t sure 
what direction it would take on 
that front.

Larson also reported last week 
that taxpayers will see an overall 
lower bill in the wake of the 
property tax reform passed in 
a special session of the Idaho 
Legislature on Aug. 25.

The property tax reform 
legislation raised the homeowners 
exemption from $50,000 to 
$75,000 and eliminated the 
s ta tewide  levy for  school 
maintenance and operations.

The superintendent said that 
without the property tax reform 
measure the rate within the 
Melba district would have been 
about $8 per $1,000 of assessed 
property value.

Melba patrons will pay a 
combined rate of about $5.41 
per $1,000 of assessed value.

— JPB

Melba school board 
passes tax increase
Superintendent: 
Enrollment spike 

necessitates 
emergency move

A Homedale man was in custody last week after 
being arrested on child molestation charges. 

Jose Neri Cortez, 51, of Homedale was arrest-
ed Wednesday and charged with molesting a ju-
venile under 16. Homedale Police didn’t release 
further case details, including the victim’s name 
or whereabouts. 

Cortez was booked into Owyhee County Jail 
on a $15,000 bond and was still in custody as of 
Friday. He is scheduled to appear for a prelimi-
nary hearing Monday.

— JWB Jose Neri Cortez

Owyhee County Commissioners 
denied Silver City Fire and 
Rescue’s (SCF&R) request for the 
ability to bill non-subscribers for 
emergency services at a meeting 
earlier this month.

Under the proposed plan, Silver 
City community residents would 
have had the option to subscribe 
to fi re/rescue/EMS services for 
a membership fee of $100 per 
year. SCF&R still will respond 
and perform fi re/rescue services 
to non-subscribers, but the all-
volunteer organization had asked 
for the right to bill for services. 

“Our biggest concern was 
for EMS response,” SCF&R 
representative Jim Hyslop said. 
“The $100-per-year covers our 
essential operating expenses, such 
as gasoline, insurance and EMS 
supplies like oxygen.” 

Much of the expenses for these 

items come from private donations 
or even out of volunteers’ pockets 
if no other funding is available, 
Hyslop said.

“Last year, we had two private 
$500 donations and one $15,000 
donation from Cleo Swayne,” 
Hyslop said. The $15,000 donation 
was used to buy a retired military 
fi re engine, he said.

Hyslop said most of the 
fi refi ghting equipment his agency 
owns has been donated from other 
agencies from around the valley.

Hyslop said for now the 
agency will continue to ask 
for donations and can ask for 
“voluntary payments” from non-
subscribers.

Hyslop said there are a few 
community members who choose 
to opt out of fi re/rescue services, 
and have sent letters to SCF&R 
requesting no fire services be 

provided to their residences. 
Hyslop said those requests will 
be honored, but added that in an 
emergency no one will be denied 
service if it is requested, even if 
they have previously opted from 
services.

Owyhee County Commissioner 
Chris Salove said commissioners 
denied the request strictly based 
upon testimony from a public 
hearing on SCF&R’s request. 
Salove cited  “2-to-1” public 
opposition to allowing SCF&R 
to bill for services. 

“It is up to the people of 
Silver City to convince us 
(commissioners) it is a good 
thing,” Salove said.

The Owyhee Avalanche’s 
attempts to contact residents 
opposed to  the  plan were 
unsuccessful.

— JWB

Commissioners deny Silver City 
Fire and Rescue billing request

Homedale man accused 
of  child molestation

‘We didn’t 
anticipate nearly 
50 kids. We were 
anticipating 24 to 
30.’ 

— Robert Larson
Melba schools 

superintendent

Rubber 
Stamps

Made to order

The 
Owyhee

Avalanche
337-4681
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Owyhee Auto Supply
19 E. Idaho Ave • Homedale - 337-4668 

202 Main St • Marsing - 896-4814LOCALLY OWNED SINCE 1977

FREE BATTERY, 
ALTERNATOR 

& STARTER TESTS

FREE
BATTERY

CHARGING

MACHINE SHOP
WE RESURFACE

DRUMS, ROTORS
AND FLYWHEELS

WE MAKE HYDRAULIC HOSES
IN STOCK: HEAVY DUTY TRUCK PARTS

AG BEARINGS • ROLLER CHAIN
WELDING GASSES & SUPPLIES

FRI, SAT, AND SUN
September 22

nd
, 23

rd
, 24th

All of our Tools & 
Equipment on Sale!

These brands only:

Friday, Saturday & Sunday Only!Friday, Saturday & Sunday Only!
Homedale High School football 

quarterback Trevor Krzesnik’s 
statistics were reported incorrectly 
in The Owyhee Avalanche’s 

Sept. 13 article detailing the 
Trojans’ 28-20 victory over New 
Plymouth. Krzesnik threw just 
one interception.

Correction

cause of accidents,” Owyhee 
County Sheriff Gary Aman wrote 
in an e-mail last week.

Aman said signs with the 
posted speed limit of 20 mph 
will be installed, and the Owyhee 
County Sheriff’s Offi ce will use 
radar and other speed enforcement 
methods to ensure the posted limit 
is obeyed.

Theuson Construction of 
Nampa completed the $700,000 
reconstruction project nearly 
two weeks early and just in time 
for the annual Silver City Open 
House, which was held during 
the weekend.

“The county is very pleased with 

the work done by the construction 
company and all involved,” Aman 
said.

A ribbon-cutting ceremony to 
mark the return to normalcy on 
the mountain road will be held at 
2 p.m. Monday at Sinker Creek, 
the point where the project was 
started.

Theuson began resurfacing the 
gravel roadway and replacing 
culvert pipe in mid-July, more 
than seven months after heavy 
rains and the fl ooding of Scotch 
Bob Creek had made the road 
impassable.

The  Federa l  Emergency 
Management Agency funded the 
project, which included resurfacing 
about 4 miles of road and replacing 
850 feet of culvert pipe.

√ Road
of the 2006 season is ground 
spraying around schools. He 
said last week that — unlike 
neighboring counties — Owyhee 
has no plans for aerial spraying 
to kill adult mosquitoes that 
may be carrying the West Nile 
Virus.

Although the state says no 
Owyhee County plan has been 
received, Salove said a document 
detailing the county’s schools 
spraying strategy was submitted 
at the commission’s meeting last 
week.

“This past Monday (Sept. 
11), we received a half-page 
statement that I guess came from 
(county disaster coordinator) 
Larry Howard because it was 
unsigned,” Salove said.

School district employees in 
Homedale and Marsing already 

sprayed school grounds in both 
cities before the county announced 
its plan. School superintendents 
Tim Rosandick (Homedale) and 
Harold Shockley (Marsing) have 
said they will seek reimbursement, 
and Salove said Friday that the 
county would repay costs if state 
monies were authorized for that 
purpose.

Tolmie said last week that 
county funds for pest abatement 
were depleted by the May 
authorization of $6,000 for gopher 
bounties.

“Owyhee County doesn’t have 
money in the budget,” Tolmie 
said.

Canyon, Elmore and Ada 
counties have used state disaster 
funding to fi nance aerial spraying 
to kill adult mosquitoes, but 
Tolmie said Owyhee County has 
no plans for aerial spraying.

“Where  should  we s tar t 
s p r a y i n g ? ”  To l m i e  a s k e d 

rhetorically in response to the 
aerial spraying issue. 

The county’s representative 
on the Southwest District Health 
board of directors, Tolmie said 
the county doesn’t have a plan 
of where to start spraying even if 
offi cials wanted to.

“It’s kind of like fi ghting a fi ght 
with both hands tied behind your 
back,” Tolmie said of the lack of 
a spraying plan.

“Yeah, it would kill mosquitoes, 
but it wouldn’t stop West Nile 
Virus,” Tolmie said. 

As of Friday, there were 26 
confi rmed human cases of West 
Nile Virus in Owyhee County, 
4 of which are considered the 
serious neuroinvasive form of 
the disease, according Southwest 
District Health statistics.

Tolmie said the matter would be 
a “priority” next spring. 

—JWB

√ West Nile

‘Our main concern now is 
that the road is in such good 
shape that the speed of 
motorists will be the cause 
of accidents.’ 

— Gary Aman
Owyhee County Sheriff



He declined to name the 
department store, but said it was 
a regional operation with outlets 
in neighboring towns, including 
Caldwell. During the meeting, he 
told councilmen that the company 
has been in operation since 1915 
and has stores in six states.

B u r l e y - b a s e d  K i n g s 
Department Store was founded by 
F.H. King in 1915 and has stores 
in six states, including locations in 
Caldwell and Nampa. But neither 
McRae nor Homedale Mayor Paul 
Fink would confi rm that Kings 
was the store in question.

“This is something that’s 
benefi cial to the city,” councilman 
Steve Schultz said. “I think it’s a 
great opportunity.”

McRae said that he also is in 
contact with a Treasure Valley 
doctor who had expressed interest 
in erecting a medical arts building 
adjacent to the department store. 
But McRae said the second client’s 
proposal to lease one or two acres 
is contingent on the arrival of the 
department store.

McRae presented a proposal 
to lease the 1 to 1½ acres for the 
department store at terms of about 
$136 per month for 50 years, 
and he said the medical building 
lease would be comparable. He 
added that the department store 

building could be valued at about 
$700,000, bringing property tax 
revenue to the city.

Fink said Dave Holton’s 
original plan to lease the land 
to relocate Snake River Lumber 
included a $750,000 building 
that would have generated about 
$126,000 in property tax revenues 
over a 25-year lease. Conceivably, 
the department store would bring 
twice as much money in tax 
receipts over 50 years.

“I live in Homedale and I sell 
real estate, so it’s obviously a big 
thing for me to see what goes on 
in the community,” McRae said. 
“Obviously,  I think it’s the best 
thing for the city.

“I’m trying to do what is best 
for everybody with a proposal of 
this nature.” 

A local group, including 
Homedale businessmen Ben 
Badiola and Dennis Pruett and 
Caldwell resident John Badiola, 
has expressed interest to lease 
the full seven acres for $800 
a month for 25 years — about 
$114 monthly per acre. Part of 
the group’s plan is to build a car 
wash.

Ben Badiola was in North Idaho 
and didn’t attend last week’s city 
council meeting, but Badiola’s 
wife, Lori, said the couple made 
contact with Fink on Sept. 11 to 
see if the 7-acre parcel would be 
on the council meeting agenda.

“I called Paul on Monday 
afternoon (Sept. 11) and asked 
him if there was going to be 
anything on the agenda, and Paul 
said, ‘No,’ “ Lori Badiola said.

Homedale resident Teresa 
Ry s k a  s a i d  s h e  a t t e n d e d 
Wednesday’s meeting in the 
interest of the Badiolas when it 
was learned McRae’s proposal 
would be on the agenda.

Ryska spoke up when Fink 
asked the council for a vote on 
considering the department store 
proposal.

Ryska contended the council 
couldn’t entertain the proposal 
for the 1-plus-acre subdivision 
because councilmembers agreed 
during their Aug. 24 meeting 
to meet with Badiola on any 
developments.

But the council unanimously 
decided to move forward with the 
department store angle. Fink said 
he would contact Badiola before 
the Sept. 28 council meeting, at 
which time the next step of the 
latest lease plan is expected to 
be taken.

“I would just like to fi nd out and 
get some idea of what (Badiola is) 
going to do out there,” Fink 
said after the meeting. “I want a 
commitment of a time span.”

“Lay out a plan, and don’t 
just say you’re going to put a car 
wash in,” Fink said later. “Where 
do you want to put the car wash? 
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and parents became more familiar 
with the new system.

 “Traffi c is more predictable. It 
brought order to the traffi c lanes,” 
Freeby said. “Before it was a free-
for-all.”

Freeby said not all feedback 
has been positive about the new 
system. A few parents have 
expressed frustration over the 
changes because it is different 
from what they are used to, but 
nothing specifi c has been brought 
to his attention.

Niki Hopson of Homedale 
arrived to pick up her daughter, 
Cheyenne, a kindergartner at the 
elementary. But rather than wait in 
her vehicle in front of the school, 
she parked nearly a block away 
and walked. 

“There’s no parking near the 
school,” Hopson said. Hopson 
added that, overall, the system 
is a good thing because she no 
longer has to worry about children 
running into cars.

Last spring, 7-year-old Govany 
Castilleja of Homedale suffered 
leg injuries when he was hit by 
a van drive by Alicia Contreras-
Mirada, 39, of Adrian, Ore., as he 
was crossing Washington Avenue 
to get to his mother’s car.

N o t  e v e r y  p a r e n t  w a s 
pleased with the entire system, 
however.

“It’s a pain in the butt,” Raycal 

√ School

√ Acreage
What kind of car wash?

“Car washes don’t employ that 
many people. I think we need a 
car wash. I’m not saying that they 
don’t have good ideas. I’m saying, 
‘Let’s talk.’ ”

Lori Badiola said her husband 
and partners now are playing a 
waiting game.

“We’re waiting for the city’s 
next move,” she said.

McRae said his client is a 
latecomer to the proceedings 
but has monitored how the saga 
unfolded. 

Four  g roups ,  inc lud ing 
Homedale businessman Dirk 
Tolmie, Eagle developer Steve 
Thomas, Holton and Badiola’s 
consortium, had submitted lease 
proposals by a supposed May 25 
deadline. 

Saying, “Nobody is interested,” 
Fink told The Owyhee Avalanche 
last week that the city continued 
to seek offers after the deadline, 
including possibly putting the 
property listing on the Internet.

“I’ve maintained all along 
we’re not going to sit on the 
property,” Fink said.

McRae said that a variable in 
the department store’s arrival is 
whether or not a frontage road 
along U.S. Highway 95 will be 
built.

“If we can create jobs, it gives 
us the right to go in for a (Idaho 
Department of Commerce and 
Labor) grant for industry,” Fink 
said in response to the frontage 
road issue.

At a recent council meeting, 
Badiola presented as part of 
his idea for the area a plan to 
build a frontage road connecting 
Industrial Road and Airport Road. 
The street would  bisect several 
parcels of land owned by Badiola 
and Pruett.

McRae said the department 
store chain would move quickly 
if given the green light, telling the 
council that concrete for the outlet 
could be poured within 30 days of 
a deal being struck.

“I think it was pretty good,” 
McRae said of the council’s 
reception of the proposal. “They 
seem to be positive. They reacted 
the way I hoped they would.”

— JPB

Read all about it
in the Avalanche!

No more traffi c free-for-all 
at Homedale Elementary

A new pick-up/drop-off area for Homedale 
Elementary Students went into effect last week. While 
the system caused some confusion initially, offi cials 
said that by the end of the week parents and students 
had adjusted to the new lanes. Most agreed that the 
system will be safer for students.

Sorter of Homedale said after 
picking up her daughter, Ashlyn, 
a kindergartner. 

Sorter said one of the problems 
is that the center lane is diffi cult 
to pull into when traffi c is heavy. 
Sorter said she liked the loading 
lane (nearest the school), but not 

the center lane. 
She said the most diffi cult thing 

about it is when drivers stop in 
lanes other than the designated 
loading lane.

Sorter, who lives less than 
a block from the school, said 
she was “thrilled” about the 

crosswalk. She added that the 
system is safer for students, in 
spite of the confusion it caused 
initially.

Homedale School Resource 
Officer Michelle Babcock said 
Friday that the new arrangement 
was “a little confusing” for parents 

at first, but they were quickly 
become familiar with it. 

Babcock said the school district 
plan to distribute flyers in the 
mail further explaining the new 
system.

— JWB
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“Let our family care for your family.”

Ron & Barbara Conner

Call Barbara:  “The Lady Undertaker” & Funeral Director

208-461-7019
2685 Caldwell Blvd. Nampa, Id 83687

Corner of Middleton Rd. & Caldwell Blvd.

River Haven R.V. ParkRiver Haven R.V. ParkQuiet Country Atmosphere

• Fishing in the Snake River
• Full Hook-Ups
• Spaces Available
• Picnic/Park Area

2 Miles South of Marsing2 Miles South of Marsing
6920 Old Bruneau Highway • Marsing Idaho, 836396920 Old Bruneau Highway • Marsing Idaho, 83639

• Daily/Weekly/Monthly
   Rates
• Small Pets on Leashes
   Allowed

Open to Public:
Full Line Laundromat (75¢ load)

Propane ($2.00 gal)

Call: 896-4268

Pearl Panzeri, 93, of Marsing, 
died Friday, September 8, 2006 
at a Caldwell nursing home. Vigil 
services were held at 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, September 13, 2006 at 
the Flahiff Funeral Chapel, Caldwell. 
Funeral Mass was celebrated at 10 
a.m. Thursday, September 14, 
2006 at Our Lady of the Valley 
Catholic Church, Caldwell, with 
Father Francisco Flores presiding. 
Interment followed at the Marsing-
Homedale Cemetery.

Mrs. Panzeri was born November 
12, 1912 in Silver City, Idaho a 
daughter of Emetrio and Sabina 
Aspiri Quintana of Viscaya, Spain. 
She spent some of her fi rst years 
on a ranch near Sinker Creek and 
attended school in the Murphy 
area. Later her parents bought 
what is now the Quintana place on 
Jordan Creek near Jordan Valley, 
OR and also the place in Homedale 
where sheep lambed.

Pearl married her neighbor on 
Jordan Creek, Willie Panzeri, on 
November 18, 1934 in Murphy. 
They moved to Marsing in the 
mid 1930s. The couple raised 

cattle and sheep and ranched in 
the Marsing and Jordan Valley 
areas. Pearl loved her home in 
Marsing on the Snake River and 
the sheep. She spent many hours 
caring for them and was especially 
good at nursing the lambs back to 
health. She worked very hard all 

her life. Pearl and Willie were very 
successful in business and in 60 
years of marriage before his death 
in 1994. Pearl was always there for 
anyone in need of help. She was a 
caregiver and loved to make people 
happy. They retired after Willie had 
problems with his health and Pearl 
was having health problems, too. 
After Willie passed, she moved in 
with her daughter Molly.

She was a beloved wife, 
mother, grandmother and great-
grandmother. She loved her 
family heart and soul. She will 
be greatly missed by all those who 
had the privilege of knowing her. 
A special thanks to Eva Blecha 
and her family who so lovingly 
helped to take care of her the last 
six years and her grandchildren 
who helped also.

Survivors include her daughter, 
Molly Menchaca of Caldwell; 
daughter-in-law, Mary Panzeri 
of  Mars ing;  s i s ter- in- law, 
Louise Maher of Caldwell; six 
grandchildren, Craig Brasher and 
his wife, Rhonda, Greg Brasher 
and his wife, Kim, Lisa Astley, 

Linda Vincent and her husband 
Jim, Diana Menchaca, Angie 
Menchaca; 14 great-grandchildren 
and several nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by 
her beloved husband, Willie; son, 
Benny; granddaughter, Kimberly; 
her parents; brothers and sisters, 
Mitchell Quintana, Santa Salove, 
Mary Birmingham, Emaline 
McConnell, Lily Blaylock, Ben 
Quintana and Jim Quintana.

The family suggests memorials 
to Our Lady of the Valley Catholic 
Church, Marsing Ambulance 
Service or the new Homedale 
Basque Center or flowers may 
be sent.

I’m Free
Don’t grieve for me, for now I’m 
free
I’m following the path God has 
laid for me
I took his hand when I heard 
him call
I turned my back and left it all.

I could not stay another day
to laugh, to love, to work or 

play.
Tasks left undone must stay that 
way.
I found that place at the close of 
the day.

If my parting has left a void
Then fi ll it with remembered joy.
A friendship shared, a laugh, a 
kiss
Ah yes, these things, I too, will 
miss.

Be not burdened with time of 
sorrow
I wish you the sunshine of 
tomorrow.
My life’s been full, I savored 
much.
Good friends, good times, a 
loved one’s touch.

Perhaps my time seemed all too 
brief.
Don’t lengthen it now with 
undue grief
Lift up your heart, and share 
with me
God is with me, He set me free.
Author Unknown

Pearl Panzeri

Death 
notice

DARICE J. RAEDER, 61, of 
Wilder died Monday, September 
11, 2006 at home of natural 
causes.  Memorial services were 
held on Saturday, September 16, 
2006 at Flahiff Funeral Chapel, 
Homedale.

Venet D. Larsen, 74, of Marsing, 
died peacefully at her home on 
Saturday, September 16, 2006. A 
public viewing was held at Flahiff 
Funeral Chapel in Homedale 
from 6:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m., 
Tuesday, September 19, 2006. 
Funeral services to celebrate 
Venet’s life will take place at 
11:00 a.m. Wednesday, September 
20, 2006 at the Phipps-Watson 
Community Center in Marsing. 
Burial will follow at the Marsing-
Homedale Cemetery.

Venet was born September 10, 
1932 in Homedale, a daughter 
of Arlie and Nydia Parkins. 
They moved to the Parkins 
farm in Marsing in 1938 where 
she attended Marsing schools, 
graduating from Marsing High 

School in 1950.
Venet married her high school 

sweetheart, Everette Larsen on 
July 5, 1950 at Lovelock, NV. 

Venet Dean (Parkins) Larsen
They couple had fi ve children: 
Teri, Dan, Lori, Tina and Alan. 
She and Everette farmed in the 
Marsing area until his death in 
September of 1997. Venet loved 
her community and was an active 
member of the Marsing PTA, 
Marsing High School Booster 
Club, Owyhee County Cowbelles 
and always supported the Marsing 
Disaster Auction.

She was also a member of 
the First Presbyterian Church in 
Homedale.

She enjoyed working with 
Everette and always held jobs in 
addition to what was required on 
the farm. When she and Everette 
were members of the Chipmunk 
Grazing Association, Venet rolled 
up her sleeves and could always 
be counted on to help out with 
the physical work as well as the 
cooking.

She was dedicated to her 
family’s well being and worked 
right up until the day that she 
was diagnosed with cancer. Her 

work ethic made her an invaluable 
employee because she was so 
devoted to the task at hand and 
would “never stop until the job 
was done.” Her family and friends 
were also the recipients of that 
same devotion by receiving her 
support and love in full measure. 
She never forgot a birthday and 
greeted everyone she met by their 
fi rst name and a welcoming smile. 
She will be missed by so many.

Venet is survived by her 
daughters: Teri (Larry) Draper, 
Lori (Jim) Pruss and Tina Larsen; 
her sons, Dan (Melanie) Larsen 
and Alan Larsen; 12 grandchildren 
and 9 great-grandchildren; sisters, 
Artylie Turnbull, Marya Duncan, 
Tyra Parkins and her brother, 
Doran Parkins. She was preceded 
in death by her husband, Everette, 
her parents and brothers, Mac and 
Monte Parkins.

The family suggests memorials 
to The Marsing Disaster Auction, 
Hearts for Hospice (Boise) or 
MSTI at St. Luke’s Hospital.

Read all about it
in the Avalanche!

Church music 
show Saturday

Groups and soloist performing 
different musical styles will 
highlight the free Body of Worship 
music festival Saturday at the 
Mountain View Church of the 
Nazarene in Wilder.

People are encouraged to bring 
picnic lunches and drinks, lawn 
chairs and blankets for the event, 
which runs from 1 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
at the church at 26515 Ustick 
Road.

Barbecued hot  dogs and 
hamburgers as well as coffee, 
soda and bottled water also will 
be available for purchased.

For more information, call John 
Neil at (208) 896-4808 or Monte 
Kirstine at (208) 482-7559.

Buy it, sell it, 
trade it, rent it...

in the 

Classifieds!
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Your fi nances

Dear Dave,
When people are trying to get 

out of debt, you advise them to 
sell stuff. Could you elaborate on 
the “dos” and “don’ts” of selling 
stuff? How do you avoid getting 
ripped off, especially if you’re 
selling items that are somewhat 
valuable?

— Laura

Dear Laura,
First, be professional. If you 

have an item someone wants, 
make sure they understand you 
want to sell it but that you’ll 
keep the item if you don’t get a 
fair price. Make up your mind 
what you’ll take for a particular 
item before any negotiations take 
place.

If we’re talking about REALLY 
valuable items here, I’d advise 
getting it appraised so that you 
can show potential buyers what 
it’s really worth. The more 
information you have, the more 
likely you are to make a sale.

Once you have all this fi rmly 
in place, then use you local 
newspaper’s classified ads or 
even the Internet to make your 
stuff available to the public. Good 
luck!

— Dave 

Dear Dave,
My two personal cars are paid 

for, but I have debt on the car I use 
strictly for business. My company 
reimburses me for the cost of the 
car. Am I way off-base as looking 
at this as a business tool and that 
the debt does not impact my 
income and savings abilities?

— Andrew

Dear Andrew,
This kind of thinking is normal, 

but I disagree with the notion that 
it doesn’t impact you.

Even if you’re reimbursed, 
you’ve lost the use of that money. 
If you didn’t have the debt, you’d 
have extra money in your pocket 
that you could save and make work 
for you. That’s the biggest thing 
debt does. It acts like an acid that 
eats away at our largest wealth-
building tool — our income. 

I know some companies require 
employees who drive a lot to have 
a new or practically new car. 
But I’d still recommend driving 

a paid-for car to minimize the 
damage done to your fi nances.

— Dave

Dear Dave,
I have my own medical practice, 

but I’m in a lot of debt and 
the practice doesn’t seem to be 
working out. I took out a large 
loan, and I just can’t seem to stay 
current on the payments. Should 
I fi le bankruptcy?

— John

Dear John,
You went to school to be a 

doctor, which is an admirable 
thing. But now you’re also a 
businessman, so you need to 
know how to run your interest 
profi tably.

Chances are that you’re not 
bankrupt. It sounds to me like you 
started a business without having 
a realistic business plan in place. 
Talk to you lender and let them 
know what your situation is like 
right now. They may be willing 
to work with you on a plan that 
would give you a little bit of 
breathing room.

You might also look into the 
possibility of hiring a business 
manager. This would require 
paying someone an additional 
salary, but you’d be assured that 
the business side of things is being 
run properly.

But don’t fi le bankruptcy, John. 
It’s a stressful and emotionally 
damaging process. You’re doing 
what you love and what you were 
called to do. The trick is to free up 
the money that will allow you to 
continue doing this great work.

— Dave
 

— Dave Ramsey is the best-
selling author of The Total Money 
Makeover. You can fi nd tools to help 
with fi nances or previous columns 
at Davesays.org. Have a question 
for Dave? Send correspondence 
to syndication@daveramsey.com 
or write Dave $ays, 1749 Mallory 
Lane, Brentwood, TN 37027

Research items 
you sell to ensure 
you get fair value

Read all about it
in

337-4681 CALL FOR "CATTLE-LOG"

ANNUAL FALL 

PRODUCTION FE MALE SALE

 AT THE RANCH, MELBA, IDAHO
LUNCH AT NOON • SALE AT 1:00 PM

4-H & FFA PROJECT HEIFERS • PAIRS 
SHOW HEIFER PROSPECTS • SPRING BRED HEIFERS

SPRING CALVING COWS • FALL CALVING COWS
FALL HEIFERS • EMBRYO FLUSHES

Gary, Brian and Davy Stoller
12562 Cattle Drive •  Melba, Ida ho 83641

Phone: (208) 495-1121
Gary Cell: (208) 250-1454 • Brian Cell: (208) 941-5272

Fax: (208) 495-1149 

Bear Mountain Angus
Quality cows in every price range to  t any pro gram.

Our 21st Anniversary!

WWW.BEARMOUNTAINANGUS.COM

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 30SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 30

by Lola Blossom
Labor Day the lightning really 

hit the country, starting four fi res. 
The BLM did a good job putting 
them out. A fire broke out on 
Tuesday over on Deer Creek and 
the smoke jumpers put it out.

Kathy Jones trailered her horse 
from Cherry Creek to Grassy 
Hill at 11:30 at night to help her 
brother move his cattle from the 
fi re.

When Harlan Mink and Bob 
Tayler dug a hole for a new cattle 
guard between the Gus Brackett 
and Kip Gould Ranch they also 
dug up six rattlesnakes. 

Kip Gould and son Wyatt just 
lately came back from a tour of 
Alaska. 

J.R. Robinson is spending 10 
days at Nampa. He is helping 
work 7,000 head of cattle for a 
cow cutting jamboree they are 
having there. The same cow 
is never to be cut twice. Cattle 
cutters are there from many 
states. 

Chuck Dustin Smith, 28, was 
killed in an ATV accident Sunday, 
Sept. 3, 2006, in Jarbidge, Nev. 
He was born May 6, 1978 in Elko, 
Nev., to Penny Ann Smith and 
Charles Tilt Gibson. He attended 
school in Three Creek when his 
mom was married to Neil Row. 
He graduated from Castleford 
High School. He recently was 
employed by Barrick Strike Mine 
in Nevada. He married Jennifer 
Pletecha on April 15, 2005. He 
is survived by his grandmother, 
Elva Smith, mother, Penny Row, 
father Chuck (Bonnie) Gibson, 
wife Jen Smith, daughter Kaitin, 
sisters Shilo (Rafael) Ruiz, 
Tawny (Erwin) Pirtle and Codi 
(Greg) Sherman, Heide, Cheri 
and Jenny Gibson, brothers Chaz 

(Kim) Gibson, Jason and Jami 
Gibson. A remembrance was 
held Sept. 8, 2006, at Eastman 
Park in Buhl.

Kathy Jones lost her mother. 
Virginia Mae Keith Jones of 
Castleford passed away Aug. 
12, 2006, at her home after a 
lingering illness. She was born 
on Nov. 6, 1929, to George 
and Virginia King Keith near 
Castleford. Virginia graduated 
from Castleford High School. 
She married Robert C. Jones on 
Feb. 28, 1949. They have farmed 
and lived on the family farm 
ever since. She is survived by 
her husband, Bob Jones, children 
Ron (Susie) Jones, Sharon (Kip) 
Gould, Neva (Mike) Lewis, all 
of Buhl, and Kathy Jones of 
Three Creek, brother-in-law 
Fred Jones of Buhl and sister-
in-law Jeanie Keith and many 
grandchildren.

Although I haven’t got to go 
on an interesting Alaskan cruise 
like Owyhee Avalanche columnist 
Wayne Cornell, I have had some 
fun excursions. Last month, I 
went with Wilma Jewett Homan, 
her son, Phil and his friend, Vicki 
Wulf, from Buffalo, N.Y., on a 
tour of the South Hills. We fi rst 

went to the old Stricker Stage 
Stop on Rock Creek, then up 
Rock Creek to the ski lift. When 
we topped out there, it felt like we 
were on top of the world. We then 
took a road back to Rogerson. We 
went to the ranch on Big Creek 
where Wilma, her husband Pete 
and little 2-year-old daughter 
were snowbound for three months 
the winter of 1948-49. Food was 
dropped to them from a plane. 
The snow was some above the 
window sills, and Wilma said 
some porcupines would lay on 
the snow to get warmth through 
the window. 

We went on over to Three 
Creek to my home and down to 
Crawfish Spring where Wilma 
was raised. Since Vicki was from 
New York, we hoped to see some 
wildlife. We lucked out as a little 
chipmunk shared Phil’s lunch 
on Rock Creek, in the Shoshone 
Basin we saw two coyotes, a sage 
hen, bluebird and Kingfi sher and 
a hole herd of antelope on Big 
Creek ranch and a ground hog that 
Vicki called a marmot. (Probably 
the proper name). 

On Flat Creek, we saw sand 
hill cranes and jack rabbits near 
Lily grade. 

Three Creek
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Food

FRIDAY– 6:00 PM
*FREE ICE CREAM SOCIAL

* AUCTION PREVIEW
* LIVE MUSIC

SATURDAY– 10:00 AM
*LIVE MUSIC 

*  OLD FASHIONED CARNIVAL GAMES
Mule Cart Rides, Petting Zoo, Dunk Tank, Jumping Castle

*  GIANT YARD SALE AND FLEA MARKET
*  PIG BBQ $1.00 per plate—5:00 PM 

*  LIVE AUCTION—6:00 PM 

SUNDAY—9:00 AM
*  FREE PANCAKE BREAKFAST—9:00 AM

*  OPEN AIR SUNDAY SERVICE — 10:00 AM
*  LIVE MUSIC, OLD FASHIONED CARNIVAL GAMES
Mule Cart Rides, Petting Zoo, Dunk Tank, Jumping Castle

*  GIANT YARD SALE AND FLEA MARKET

September 22nd—24th, 2006

4920 Lifeline Drive, M arsing, ID 83639 / (208) 896-5407 / www.visioncommunity.net

221 West Main, Marsing

If you are a vendor
interested in this event 

(208)250-9122

Live Music

Brought to you by:

FAMILY FARM DAYS 

- DON’T MISS IT! -

Saturday, September 23, 2006
6:00 pm

221 W. Main Street • Marsing, Idaho

Brought to you by:

Sale Conducted by Osmus Auction Service

pioneer
Heating, Cooling 

and refrigeration

For all your heating and cooling needs, 
with Quality, Integrity and Experience

Darin Miller 573-4998
Commercial and Residential

Service and Installation

Calendar
Thursday

Exercise class, 11 a.m., free, 
Homedale Senior Citizens Center, 
224 W. Idaho Ave. (208) 337-3020

C a l v a r y  C h a p e l  H o m e 
Fellowship Bible study, 7 p.m., 
112 N. 4th St. W., Homedale. (208) 
880-8962

AA meeting, 8 p.m., Homedale 
Senior Citizens Center, 224 W. 
Idaho Ave.

Friday
Recovery Celebrate 12-step 

program, 6 p.m., Mountain View 
Church of the Nazarene, 26515 
Ustick Road, Wilder. (208) 337-
3520 or (208) 337-3151

Saturday
Owyhee County Historical 

Society Fall Country Market, 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m., McKeeth Hall, 
17085 Basey Street, Murphy. 
(208) 495-2319

Body of  Worship  music 
festival, free admission, food 
to be sold, 1 p.m. to 7 p.m., 

Mountain View Church of the 
Nazarene, 26515 Ustick Road, 
Homedale. (208) 896-4808 or 
(208) 482-7559

Sunday
Owyhee County Historical 

Society Fall Country Market, 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m., McKeeth Hall, 
17085 Basey Street, Murphy. 
(208) 495-2319

Tuesday
Exercise class, 11 a.m., free, 

Homedale Senior Citizens Center, 
224 W. Idaho Ave. (208) 337-
3020

Storytime for first- through 
third-graders, 4:20 p.m., Lizard 
Butte Public Library, Owyhee 
Plaza, 105 Main Street, Marsing. 
(208) 896-4690

Pure Word recovery meeting, 7 
p.m. (208) 880-8962

Let’s Talk About It discussion 
program, Lewis & Clark Among 
the Indians, free, 7 p.m., Eastern 
Owyhee County Public Library, 
520 Boise Ave., Grand View. 
(208) 834-2785

AA meeting, 8 p.m., Homedale 
Senior Citizens Center, 224 W. 
Idaho Ave.

Wednesday, Sept. 27
Christian Life Club initial 

meeting, after school, Homedale 
Friends Community Church, 
17434 U.S. Highway 95. (208) 

337-3464

Thursday, Sept. 28
Homedale  Ci ty  Counc i l 

meeting, 6 p.m., City Hall, 31 W. 
Wyoming St. (208) 337-4641

C a l v a r y  C h a p e l  H o m e 
Fellowship Bible study, 7 p.m., 
112 N. 4th St. W., Homedale. (208) 
880-8962

AA meeting, 8 p.m., Homedale 
Senior Citizens Center, 224 W. 
Idaho Ave.

Friday, Sept. 29
Recovery Celebrate 12-step 

program, 6 p.m., Mountain View 
Church of the Nazarene, 26515 
Ustick Road, Wilder. (208) 337-
3520 or (208) 337-3151

Friday, Oct. 6
ION Museum fund-raiser yard 

sale preview, 508 Swisher Ave., 
Jordan Valley. (541) 586-2460 or 
(541) 586-2818

S u b m i t  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n 
upcoming fund-raisers, reunions 
or community events to The 
Owyhee Avalanche by noon 
Fridays for inclusion in the 
calendar. Drop off press releases 
at the Avalanche office at 19 
E. Idaho Ave., Homedale, mail 
them to P.O. Box 97, Homedale, 
ID 83628, fax them to (208) 
337-4867 or e-mail them to 
jbrowneditor@cableone.net.

Murphy man 
arrested after 
fi ring shot

Clint Fuquay, a 19-year-old 
Murphy resident, was arrested 
by Owyhee 
County Sher-
iff’s deputies 
last week af-
ter an argu-
ment. Fuquay 
a l l e g e d l y 
fired a shot 
from rifl e or 
shotgun dur-
ing an argu-
ment with his 
girlfriend on Castle Lane near 
Murphy.

No one was injured during the 
melee, but Fuquay was arrest-
ed for disturbing the peace and 
booked into the Owyhee County 
Jail. Fuquay later was released on 
a $300 bond. 

— JWB

Clint Fuquay

Have a 
news tip?

Call us!

337-4681
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Del Rio 
Restaurant

6 North Main Street
Homedale · 337-4240

Tues. - Fri. 10:30 am - 10 pm
Sat. - Sun. 8 am - 10 pm

Closed Monday

Saturday & Sunday Special:
Menudo & Carnitas

Homemade 
Corn Tortillas

T h e  O w y h e e  C o u n t y 
Sheriff’s Offi ce is investigating 
the vandalism of irrigation 
construction equipment on Idaho 
highway 78 near Marsing High 
School on Sept. 6. 

A $300 reward is being offered 
for information leading to the 

arrest and conviction of the persons 
responsible for vandalizing a 
Catepillar excavator owned by 
the Owyhee Project South Board 
of Control.

“We lost two days of work on 
a project cleaning an irrigation 
drain for farms in the area,” Rex 

Barrie from the South Board of 
Control said a week after the 
incident.

“Money talks,” Barrie said of 
the reward. “Someone will get 
hungry enough for it.”

Barrie said the total loss, 
including damages and lost time 
on the project, was valued at about 
$1,700. 

Vandals broke windows out of 
the excavator between 3:30 p.m. 

and 5:30 p.m. on Sept. 6.
Barrie said the rig has been 

repaired and workers were able 
to resume the project.

The South Board of Control 
is part of the U.S. Bureau of 
Reclamation, Marsing/Ridgeview 
district. Its responsibilities include 
keeping irrigation waterways 
open to provide water to farms 
in the area. 

“Somebody knows who did 

this. It happened in the middle 
of the day, right after school let 
out,” Owyhee County Sheriff’s 
Sgt. Jim Bish said. “Hopefully 
someone will come forward 
with information to claim the 
reward.”

Anyone with information on the 
case can call Bish at the sheriff’s 
offi ce at (208) 337-4222 or (208) 
495-1119

— JWB

Information sought in Marsing vandalism
Damage to excavator costs South 
Board money, time; reward posted

Homedale Friends Community 
Church’s after-school program, 
the Christian Life Club (CLC), 
begins today.

The free program runs from 3:15 
p.m. to 4:45 p.m. each Wednesday 
at the church on U.S. Highway 95, 
two miles north of Homedale.

All children from kindergarten 
through sixth grade are welcome.

Transportation is provided to 
and from Homedale Elementary 
School, and schoolchildren should 
meet by the east entrance of the 
school by 3:10 p.m. 

The children will return to the 

school at 5 p.m.
Snacks are provided and games 

are played. Children also learn 
memory verses and listen to Bible 
stories.

For information, call  the church 
at 337-3464 or Mary Sonke at 
337-4757.

Church after-school program starts

Fifth-graders at Marsing 
Elementary School have kicked 
off the annual community calendar 
fund-raiser.

Calendars cost $10, and each 
purchase entitles the buyer to 
eight listings in the fourth annual 

calendar.
Listings in the 12-month 

calendar can include birthdays 
and other milestones. The 2007 
calendars will be distributed in 
December.

Advertisements at the bottom 

of the calendar are available for 
businesses to purchase. 

A $35 ad includes eight listings 
in the calendar.

For more information, call 
Angie at (208) 896-4111, ext. 
497.

Marsing students selling calendars again
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*Credit approval required. APRs are variable, subject to change monthly, and based on the Prime Rate, currently 8.25% as of 09/01/06. The Prime Rate is the published commercial loan rate index held by any two of the following banks: J.P. Morgan 
Chase and Company, Wells Fargo Bank NA and Bank of America, NA - if no two are alike, the median rate will apply. The maximum APR is 21%. Minimum new credit line or increase of $25,000 and automatic payment from a Zions Account are 
required to obtain introductory APR. Introductory APR is based on the Prime Rate in effect on the date you close your loan minus a discount that will be in effect for six billing periods after the credit line is established. Minimum credit limit of 
$100,000 and excellent credit history are required to obtain advertised APR; other plans are available. Plan subject to $15 charge for any check written for less than $500 and Early Closure Fee up to $350 for terminating the plan within the fi rst three 
years. Property insurance required. Rates and offer subject to change without notice. Other restrictions apply, see branch for details.

**Monthly payments on LockSelect are in addition to other LockSelect sub-loans and Home Equity Credit Line draws. Up to three sub-loans outstanding under the credit commitment at any time. Sub-loans are not a revolving line of credit. The term is 
dependent on amount drawn. $25 fee per sub-loan waived for this offer. Available credit lines will be reduced by amount of sub-loans outstanding. Other restrictions apply. See branch for details. Must apply by November 25, 2006.

It’s an event that has become as 
popular as the islands that it honors, 
and organizers are compensating 
by urging reservations for the 
fourth annual Aloha from the 
Owyhees.

The luau, a fund-raiser for 
the Owyhee County Historical 
Museum’s building fund, will be 
held Oct. 1 in Murphy.

The festivities begin at 5 p.m. 
with a social hour at the Owyhee 
County Historical Museum 
complex at 17085 Basey Street 
in Murphy.

Organizer Debra Lindner 
said last year’s event attracted a 
standing-room only crowd, so it’s 
imperative that reservations are 
made. Save a spot in this year’s 
event or get more information by 
calling (208) 495-2319 or (208) 
495-2809.

“We were  so ld -ou t  and 
overbooked before we knew it last 
year,” Lindner said in an e-mail to 
The Owyhee Avalanche.

The price of the luau and dinner 
show is $30 per person.

The evening pays tribute to 
the cultures of the South Pacifi c, 
which is the region from which the 
Hawaiian fur trappers for whom 
the Owyhee region is named 
hailed. A group of Hawaiian fur 
trappers became lost and died 
in the mountains that would 
eventually carry their name, the 
Owyhees. 

Reserve spot for museum luau fund-raiser

Museum holds 
its fall market

The Owyhee County Historical 
Society’s third annual Fall 
Country Market is planned for 
Saturday and Sunday, Sept. 23-24, 
in Murphy.

The market, which is held to 
raise community awareness and 
funds for the Owyhee County 
Historical Museum, will be held 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. each day 
in McKeeth Hall inside the county 
museum and library complex. 
The complex is located at 17085 
Basey Street in Murphy.

The market features jewelry, 
arts and crafts, books, food, 
Western and Native American 
items and a tour of the museum.

For more information, e-mail 
info@owyheemuseum.org or call 
the museum at (208) 495-2319.

Rubber 
Stamps

Made to order

The 
Owyhee

Avalanche
337-4681
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All PC order and fulfillment transactions will be with CompUSA. PC prices, terms and descriptions are based on current quotes by CompUSA and subject to change. 1. Actual price paid will be $399.99 minus $50 Mfr.PC
mail in rebate and minus $50 Mfr. PC/Monitor mail in rebate. Postage and sales tax required for mail in rebates. Limit one per customer. See rebate form for details. 2. Some software is preloaded. Software manuals/media
not included. 3. Actual speed and capacity may vary.
© 2006 Citizens Communications Company. New High-Speed Internet residential customers only. One-year term commitment is required. Frontier High-Speed Internet service is subject to availability. Maximum speeds
vary. Installation options vary and charges may apply. Package price will increase as of January 1, 2007. Prices vary by locality. Applicable taxes, surcharges and $200 early termination fee apply. Other restrictions
may apply. Call for details.

Sign up now for High Speed Internet from Frontier for just $29.99 a month until the end of the year

(with the purchase of Frontier Choicessm Telephone & Enhanced Feature Package and a $3.99 monthly

equipment charge). Call now and you can also buy a brand new Computer for just $299.991

after rebates.

Computer includes Windows XP® Home Edition2 with 2.93 GHz Intel Celeron® processor, 256MB DDR RAM and 80GB Hard
Drive3. 17” Monitor (16.0”vis), keyboard and mouse included. Price before mail in rebates is $399.99. Additional shipping
charges and taxes apply. PC offer ends 9/25/06.

Getting Online Has Never Been Easier!

With your Frontier High Speed Connection you’ll be able to: 
• Surf the web with unprecedented speed • Share photos and videos

• Instant Message with Friends and Family  • Download music 

• Shop and even pay your bills online!
visit www.Frontier.MyWay.com today

All for just

29.99a month

Call 1-866-773-9972 and join the New !
Hurry…this High-Speed Internet savings ends on 9/30/06.

Frontier’s Customer Service makes getting online a breeze. So what are you waiting for? Call today!

for the rest of the year!
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FURNITURE & APPLIANCE of CALDWELL
307 South Kimball, Caldwell 459-0816

Hunter’s Special!
Freez ers

ON SALE!
Starting

at
$239

Rebecca’s Mini Market
Restaurant Now Open!

Serving the best
Mexican Food in Town

Open 7 days a week 10 am - 9 pm • Take out or Dine in
 Traditional Mexican Food:

Fajitas • Burritos • Tacos • Enchiladas & Much More
12 W. Idaho • Homedale • 337-4148

School 
menus

Homedale Elementary
Sept.. 21: Spaghetti or hot pocket, French bread, green beans, fruit 

& veggie bar, milk. 
Sept.. 22: Hot ham & cheese or cold turkey sandwich, yogurt, potato 

wedges, fruit & veggie bar, milk.
Sept.. 25: Early release. Beef weiner wrap or chicken pot pie, mac 

& cheese, green beans, rice krispie treat, fruit & veggie bar, milk.
Sept.. 26: Beef or chicken taco w/lettuce, cheese, tomatoes, corn, 

fruit & veggie bar, milk.
Sept.. 27: Chicken patty or rib-b-que/bun, potato wedges, applesauce 

cake, fruit & veggie bar, milk.

Homedale Middle
Sept.. 21: Lasagna or hot pocket, break stick, fruit & veggie bar, 

milk.
Sept.. 22: Pizza or popcorn chicken, salad, cookie, fruit & veggie 

bar, milk.
Sept.. 25: Early release. Chicken patty or rib-b-que, tots, cookie, 

fruit & veggie bar, milk.
Sept.. 26: Fish nuggets or corn dog, rice, brownie, fruit & veggie 

bar, milk.
Sept.. 27: Crispito or tst. cheese sandwich, taco salad, fruit & veggie 

bar, milk.

Homedale High 
Sept.. 21: Chicken patty or hamburger/bun, potato wedges, dessert, 

fruit & veggie bar, milk.
Sept.. 22: Chicken taco or French dip sandwich, corn, fruit & veggie 

bar, milk.
Sept.. 25: Early release. Pizza, nacho bar or chef’s salad, dessert, 

milk. 
Sept.. 26: Chicken nuggets or egg roll, rice, green beans, fruit & 

veggie bar, milk.
Sept.. 27: Idaho haystack or burrito, cinnamon roll, fruit & veggie 

bar, milk.

Bruneau
Sept.. 21: Baked ham, scalloped potatoes, broccoli, roll/butter, apple 

crisp, milk.
Sept.. 22: Burritos, Spanish rice, corn, fruit, milk.
Sept.. 25: No school.
Sept.. 26: Weiner wraps, fries, apples, bar cookie, milk.
Sept.. 27: Spaghetti, salad/croutons, garlic bread, peaches, milk.

Homedale center
Sept. 21: Salisbury steak, 

broccoli & caulifl ower, mashed 
potatoes, roll, milk.

Sept. 26: Spaghetti, sausage, 
tossed salad, roll, milk.

Sept. 27: Beef stew, roll, milk.
Sept. 28: Chicken chow mein, 

fried rice, stir fried veggies, 
milk.

Marsing center
Sept. 21: Oven fried chicken, 

mashed potatoes/gravy, carrot 
salad, soup, dessert, drink.

Sept. 25: Liver & onions or beef 
tips & rice, mixed veggies, salads, 
dessert, drink.

Sept. 26: Roast turkey, dressing, 
potatoes/gravy, peas & carrots, 
cranberry salad, dessert, drink.

Sept. 27: Spaghetti, green 
beans, tossed salad, soup, dessert, 
drink.

Sept. 28: Sliced ham w/raisin 
sauce, rice, broccoli, biscuits, 
salad, dessert, drink.

Senior news

Find out
What’s happening 

Read Calendar each week
in the Avalanche

Read all about it
in

337-4681

Head Start 
sponsors free 
meals program

The Western Idaho Community 
Action Partnership (WICAP) Head 
Start sponsors the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture Child and Adult 
Care Food Program, through 
which Marsing and Homedale 
children from families that meet 
income eligibility guidelines can 
receive free meals.

Marsing families are served by 
the Marsing Head Start at 120 3rd 
Ave. W., in Marsing.

Homedale and Wilder families 
are served by Wilder Head Start 
at 305 Avenue A in Wilder.

For more information, call the 
Marsing Head Start at 896-6041 
or the Wilder Head Start at 482-
7223.

Anniversary

More than 60 descendants of 
Marsing homesteaders Charlie 
and Ella Kiester gathered in 
Marsing City Park on Aug. 
26, 2006, to celebrate the 25th 
anniversary of the Rev. Russell 
and Edith Kiester of Cuba, 
N.M.

Six of the surviving children 
of Charlie and Ella attended 
the event with their spouses, 
including Russell and Edith; 
Dick and Ida Kiester of Marsing; 
Evelyn Cummings of Caldwell; 
Bonnie and Bob Scheuffele of 
Nampa; Chuck and Doris Vaughn 
of Buhl; and Don and Sharon 
Sheets of Middleton. 

Ruby Kiester of Marsing, the 
widow of Howard Kiester, also 
attended.

Charl ie and Ella Kiester 
homesteaded their property south 
of Marsing in 1938. 

The property had been granted 
to Charlie for his service in World 
War I.

Many family members still live 
in and around the Marsing area.

Wedding anniversary 
brings Kiester family 
together for reunion

Edith and Russell Kiester

U of  I sets class 
for Jr. gardener 
instructors

The Universi ty of  Idaho 
Extension will offer a Junior 
Master Gardener facilitator 
certification course this fall at 
its Canyon County offi ce at 501 
Main St. in Caldwell.

The  course  i s  idea l  for 
teachers, scout leaders, church 
groups or anyone interested in 
helping teacher children about 
gardening.

The registration deadline is 
Sept. 29, and class size is limited 
to 15 students per session.

Classes will be held from 6:30 
p.m. to 9:30 p.m. Wednesdays 
beginning Oct. 4 and continuing 
through Nov. 8.

For additional information, 
contact Tina Platt or Sally Hansen 
at (208) 459-6003. 

To learn more about the Junior 
Master Gardener program visit 
www.jmgkids.org.
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Come in and see your local boy...

JEFF CHRISTOFFERSEN
For all your special building needs!

– Pole barns – remodels – cabinets – etc. –

4523 E. Cleveland • Caldwell • 454-8626 • cell 941-5563

The Homedale City Council 
gave developers in the proposed 
Santa Fe subdivision the green 
l ight  las t  Tuesday wi th  a 
unanimous vote to rezone the 
property for residential use.

The council heard from Ron 
Mayhew and Brad Condie, owners 
of BR Maier Properties, LLC, 
a development company from 
Eagle. 

Mayhew expected  home 
construction to begin in early 
October, pending fi nal approval of 
the full project by engineer, Fred 
Ostler. Mayhew expects the project 
will create 80 full-time jobs, lasting 
approximately one year.

T h e  p r o p o s e d  4 5 - h o m e 
subdivision will be located on 
Railroad Avenue. The developers 
bought the old railroad property in 
March with intentions of building 
a new residential subdivision, 
which they say will improve the 

appearance of the area. A 46th lot 
fronting Idaho Avenue will remain 
commercially zoned.

“ We ’ v e  h a d  p o s i t i v e 
feedback, so we’ve continued 
on this project,” Mayhew said. 
“(Homedale) community leaders 
make this a fun place to work.” 

Mayhew said he hopes to help 
“beautify” Homedale to maintain 
a small-town feel. 

“We all live in Eagle. We love 
Homedale and the community. 
The leaders are just great people. 
We’d like to take out eyesores 
like that junkyard (on the east end 
of town) and beautify the city,” 
Mayhew said. 

Although no plans for the 
former Homedale Auto Recyclers 
site at the entrance of town on 
Idaho Avenue were discussed at 
the hearing, Mayhew is involved 
with the Homedale Plaza LLC 
group that has purchased the 

property. He previously has stated 
that there are plans to locate a 
“national chain-type” motel on 
the site. Mayhew said demolition 
of the existing buildings on the 
property is planned for the near 
future.

“Our vision is to be the catalyst 
for the leaders of the city; to help 
it grow in the way the community 
would like,” Mayhew said in 
a previous interview with The 
Owyhee Avalanche. “(The Eagle 
developers) have the money, 
resources, inner desire, and we’re 
all guys with high integrity.” 

Mayhew said existing Homedale 
residents will benefi t from civic 
improvements planned with the 
new subdivisions, including:

• Plans to cover the irrigation 
ditch near the subdivision and 
create a “greenbelt” area.

• Sprinklers and grass seeding for 
right-of-way near the subdivision.

• Donate South 4th Street West 
to the city. 

• Donate parking lot to Bible 
Missionary Church at the corner 
of West Idaho Avenue and South 
4th Street West.

• Rebuild Utah Street.
• Offer 20 percent matching 

funds if the city can acquire grant 
money to complete paving and 
install curbs, gutters and sidewalks 
on the Santa Fe subdivision side 
of Railroad Avenue.

M a y h e w  s a i d  t h e  n e w 
subdivision will be limited to 
single-family residences and will 
have covenants to preserve the 
community’s image. Provisions 
include required fencing, required 
lawns and sprinklers, limitation on 
number of pets and architectural 
review prior to building. 

Mayhew said the covenants 
will “prevent extreme abuse of 
neighbors.”

Proposed features of the Santa 
Fe Subdivision include:

• Sidewalks on both sides of 
streets

• Walking paths to connect 
cul-de-sacs

• Old irrigation lines rerouted 
and replaced

• Improved image of city 
center

• City water/sewer revenue will 
increase approximately $16,000/
year, with no signifi cant added 
costs.

Mayhew said the builder for the 
project has not yet been chosen, 
but said his company is going to 
interview three to four “good-
quality builders.”

“My  hope  w i l l  be  t ha t 
professional people will come 
to Homedale. I believe this will 
fi ll that (housing requirements),” 
Mayor Paul Fink said. 

— JWB

Homedale council approves Santa Fe subdivision

Marsing plans its 
Homecoming

Mars ing  H igh  Schoo l ’s 
Homecoming festivities are in 
full swing this week.

Participants in the Homecoming 
parade will march through town at 
approximately 1:45 p.m. on Friday, 
and the Homecoming football 
game will be held at 7 p.m.

The Marsing football team 
plays new 2A Western Idaho 
Conference member Cole Valley 
Christian from Boise.

This year’s Homecoming King 
candidates are Manny Herrera, 
Miguel Quebrado, Johnathan 
Cossel, Aaron Salvas and Shea 
McCellin. 

Queen candidates are Kortni 
Scott, Jessica Elsberry, Cristina 
Cuevas, Taryn Chenoweth and 
Samantha Wilson.

Marsing also welcomes back 
the Class of 1996 this weekend 
for its 10-year reunion.

For more information, contact 
Marsing High School at (208) 
896-4112.

Nothing makes JoAnn Thomas 
happier than to see a child reading 
a book.

For the past fi ve years, Thomas 
has helped instill a love for 
reading as coordinator of Marsing 
Elementary School’s Parents as 
Reading Partners program.

“The satisfaction is that they’re 
reading,” Thomas said of the 
children who take advantage of 
the 7-year-old program.

Parents as Reading Partners 
e n c o u r a g e s  c h i l d r e n  i n 
kindergarten through the fifth 
grade to read 15 minutes every 
day. With the supervision of their 
parents, if a child reads 15 minutes 
a day for 20 days out of the month, 
they’ll receive a free book.

“The  parents  th ink  i t ’s 
wonderful because there are kids 
that don’t get books unless it’s 
through something like that,” 
she said.

Thomas’ program doesn’t 
receive any funding from the 
Marsing School District, but it still 
has thrived. The 16-year teachers 
aide at Marsing Elementary said 
she gave away 1,400 books during 
the seventh-month run of the 
program during the 2005-06 school 
year. Children receive certifi cates 
for completing the reading goals 
for fi ve of the seven months. Those 
who meet the goals every month 
of the program receive special 
recognition and become eligible 
for a drawing for a special prize.

“Parents  as  Par tners  i s 
another way we can support 
reading,” Marsing Elementary 
School principal Lil Stewart said. 
“It fits in really well with our 
comprehensive reading plan and 
reading instruction.”

Each child who takes advantage 
of the program takes home a book 
and a calendar to keep track of the 
time spent reading with Mom and 
Dad each night.

“Parents are students’ first 

teachers and their most infl uential 
teachers,” Stewart said.

Thomas buys the books from 
the long-established Scholastic 
publishing company. Volumes 
from the firm’s Collections 
series of books are given to 
k indergar teners  and f i rs t -
graders. Children in the fourth 
and fi fth grade earn books from 
collections such as Harry Potter 
or Goosebumps or the Babysitter 

Club, Thomas said. Mysteries, 
books on special interests such as 
horses and educational books also 
turn up as rewards.

“Over half the school is taking 
advantage of it,” Thomas said. 
“It makes a difference because 
they read.”

While no school funds are used 
for Parents as Partners, Thomas 
said several local businesses and 
the City of Marsing provide big 

support for the program.
In fact, at its monthly meeting 

last week, the City Council 
approved a $500 donation to 
Thomas’ effort.

“It was fantastic,” Thomas said 
of the city’s donation.

Other money comes from 
Associated Student Body fund-
raisers, such as the annual 
“Birthday Calendar” sale.

Thomas said anyone can help 
the program, and while cash 
donations are best, she welcomes 
“lightly used” books as well.

The success of the program 
without financing from the 
school district’s regular budget is 
testimony to Thomas’ reputation 
in the community, Stewart said.

“She’s heavily involved 
with the community, so she has 
great connections,” the third-
year principal said. “She really 
advocates for our kids. People don’t 
realize how much she does.”

— JPB

Parents take active role in kids’ reading

Program cites Marsing’s reading stars
Parents as Reading Partners coordinator JoAnn Thomas is 

surrounded by many of the Marsing Elementary School students who 
take advantage of the program. Front row, from left to right, Logan 
Stansell, a 5-year-old kindergartener and second-grader LeAnn, 7. 
Back row, from left to right, Audra Kendall, 9, fourth grade; Casey 
Yiengst, 9, fourth grade; Raul Garcia, 10, fi fth grade; Tyler Malmberg, 
10, fi fth grade; and Courtney Hodges, 9, fourth grade.
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Owyhee TruckOwyhee Truck
L.L.C.

Homedale, ID. 337-6183

Car & Truck Accessories

Window Tinting

Stereo Systems

Auto Detailing

Auto Security Systems

Flat Beds Installed

Spray-In BedlinersBryan Badiola, Owner
Home - (208) 337-4343 Cell - (208) 919-3364

Greg Kelly, Owner

Cold Weather is coming!

SPRINKLER BLOW-OUTS
Call early to schedule your 

Kelly LandscapingKelly Landscaping

Variety apparently keeps Brenda 
Paxton going in her education 
career.

A n ine -yea r  ve t e r an  o f 
classrooms at Homedale High 
School ,  Paxton  teaches  a 
cornucopia of subjects during 
her average workday.

“We’ve got great kids here, and 
teaching them is fun,” Paxton 
said. “These kids make me laugh 
every single day. It’s just a lot 
of fun.”

But whether she’s teaching 
a class on economics, speech, 
psychology or humanities, Paxton 
makes sure things stay interesting 
for her students. When the school 
day is done, she keeps busy as 
the advisor for the high school 
Drama Club.

Paxton earned the school year’s 
first Homedale School District 
Award of Excellence honor last 
week.

High school principal Mike 
Williams nominated Paxton for 
the award, and she received it in 
an unexpected presentation at the 
Sept. 11 school board meeting at 
the district offi ce.

“It was a huge surprise,” said 
Paxton, who attended the meeting 
with her husband and children.

Paxton said her husband caught 
her off-guard at home after the 
school day when he said she was 
supposed to be at the school board 
meeting later that night.

“I was totally set up for that 
thing,” she said.

“I did not understand it until 
Mike started talking. I thought I 
was going to have to talk about 
ISATs or the school improvement 
plan.”

Instead, Paxton listened as 
Williams told the trustees about 
the impact Paxton has made at 
the school.

“Each of us in his own life can 
remember a teacher who made 
the subject ‘come alive;’ who 
entered our lives and minds with 
an enthusiasm for the subject, 
learning and life,” Williams wrote 
in a memo that he later read at the 
meeting.

“She’s really fun,” Homedale 
sophomore Ashli Kesler said of 
her teacher. “She’s not boring, and 
she’s always keeping us busy.”

Paxton has a knack for taking 
the boredom out of subjects, even 
in a class like Economics, which 
traditionally has been perceived 
as a ho-hum endeavor.

“I love Economics,” she said. “I 
think it’s really fascinating. That’s 
one of my favorite classes.

“The t r ick  i s  making i t 
interesting for the kids.”

Paxton said she keeps the 
class lively for her students by 
doing exchange-rate and free-
market simulations. She says 
it’s actually not that diffi cult to 
keep teenagers interested in the 
subject matter because most of 
her students are ready to jump 
into the world of retail — as 
shoppers.

“It’s more project-based than 
book-based,” she said. “We 
go through quite a bit on just 
consumer fi nance, and 18-year-old 
kids are interested in that because 
they’re getting out there.”

A Homedale High School 
graduate who returned home to 
teach after starting her career 
in the Vallivue School District, 
Paxton turned a background in 
business into an educational 
career. 

B u t  s h e  h a s  e d u c a t i o n 
in her blood, too. Her father, 
Homedale resident Duane Root, 
is the founder of Quality Schools 
International, an organization that 
runs education facilities in 26 
foreign countries.

Paxton actually taught in Kiev, 
Russia, for a few years, too.

But she’s home at Homedale.
“They’re easy kids,” she said of 

the school’s students. “We’ve got 
good-natured kids.”

Paxton’s pursuit of variety in the 
classroom fi ts in perfectly with the 
Northwest Themes Humanities 
class she is teaching this year.

The Humanities class is a newer, 
state-mandated addition to the 
curriculum, and Paxton said it’s 
the perfect vehicle to achieve the 
state Department of Education’s 
desire for more courses that 
weave through several different 
disciplines.

“We talk about U.S history 
and Idaho history like Lewis and 
Clark and then Owyhee County 
and the type of people who came 
to Owyhee County,” she said.

Although the course is literature-
based, Paxton said she utilizes 
fi lm, art, music and even dance.

“And I started that class because 
the kids say Homedale is so 
boring,” she said. “There are a 
ton of things that have happened 
here, and (the students) had no 
idea of the Old West stuff that 
happened here.”

— JPB

Teacher’s varied interests keep students riveted
Paxton earns Homedale district’s 

monthly award for high school work

Drama club 
prepares for 
winter show 

Brenda Paxton appears to be a 
busy person at Homedale High 
School, but that hasn’t stopped 
her from adding a little drama to 
her life.

In addition to her full-time 
gig as a Economics, Psychology, 
Speech and Humanities teacher 
at the school, Paxton serves as 
advisor for the Drama Club.

“Drama is my extra-curricular 
activity,” Paxton said. “They had 
(a club) some years before, and I 
reinstated it.”

There are about 20 students 
in the Drama Club this year, and 
they’re gearing up for a Dec. 
7-9 presentation of the Clumsy 
Custard Horror Show.

Paxton said tryouts have been 
held, and plans were to work on 
the set and decorations Saturday 
before beginning rehearsals in the 
next week or two.

“The whole play is on extra-
curricular time, but the kids are 
pretty motivated,” Paxton said.

Performances will be held 
at 7 p.m. each day during the 
December run. 

The play will be presented 
in the old junior high school 
gymnasium on the high school 
campus.

For FAST results...
try the

Classifieds!

Paxton hailed as top-notch teacher
Top: Homedale High School teacher Brenda Paxton, left, discusses 

an assignment with sophomore Ashli Kesler during a computer lab last 
week. Above: Paxton goes over some items at the start of class.
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Larry Grant, the Democratic 
candidate for Idaho’s First 
Congressional District, traveled 
to the southernmost reaches of 
Owyhee County last week on his 
campaign trail.

Grant met with tribal leaders 
and toured Duck Valley Indian 
Reservation last Wednesday.

Grant toured the 400-square 
mile reservation straddling the 
Idaho-Nevada border in the far 
south end of the 1st District on 
Sept. 13 at the invitation of the 
Shoshone-Paiute Tribe.

He met with Tribal Chairman 
Te r ry  Gibson  and  tou red 
reservation facilities, including 
the tribal headquarters, hospital 
and new juvenile detention center 
with vice-chairman Kyle Prior. 

Grant held an open meeting with 
the public Wednesday night at 
the community center, answering 
questions and listening to concerns 
raised by members of the tribe.

Gibson told him the tribe 
endorses the Owyhee Initiative 
because it will help protect 
remote tribal cultural sites in the 
Owyhee Mountains that are being 
plundered by looters.

Gibson discussed some of 
the problems the tribe is trying 
to resolve, including economic 
development, high unemployment, 
health care, water rights and 
dealing with an unresponsive 
federal bureaucracy.

H o s p i t a l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r 
Anthony Marshall outlined the 
challenges his facility faces with 

recruiting and retaining health 
care professionals to deal with 
the reservation’s major health 
problems of diabetes and diseases 
related to the population’s isolation 
and living standard.

The hospital does some in-
patient care, Marshall said, 
but most of its workload is for 
outpatient clinic visits. Prior said 
the reservation’s isolation makes 
providing health care costly, 
citing the $50,000 charge to 
transport an emergency case by 
helicopter to Boise. 

 “I felt it was important to come 
down here, see the reservation, talk 
to the people who live here, talk to 
the tribal offi cials, and discuss their 
issues and concerns,” Grant said at 
the community meeting.

Grant fielded questions on 
the Iraq war, methamphetamine 
problems, education and Native 
American sovereignty.

Tribal voter registrar Eleanor 
Little told Grant that the tribe lost 
its polling place and is classed as 
a mail ballot-only precinct by the 
state, which she said effectively 
disenfranchises many voters.

Owyhee County mails an 
absentee ballot to each registered 
voter before the election and they 
vote by return mail. 

Registration by a registrar 
like Little is cut off about three 
weeks before the election, so if 
a reservation resident wants to 
register after that, or register and 
vote in person on the day of the 
election, they must drive to county 

offi ces in Murphy a round trip of 
more than 100 miles, Little said.

B u t  m a n y  v o t e r s  d o n ’ t 
understand the process, Little 
said, or have a language barrier 
that effectively prevents them 
from voting. 

Grant met Thursday with 
Owyhee County Clerk Charlotte 
Sherburn in Murphy and contacted 
the offi ce of Secretary of State Ben 
Ysursa to get more information on 
the Duck Valley voting issue.

Grant said it is not likely that 
the polling place can be restored to 
the reservation for the upcoming 
Nov. 7 election but he is working 
with Little on plans to boost voter 
registration and turnout, which 
will restore the precinct to on-site 
voting status.

Candidate learns of  diffi culties faced on Duck Valley

The Silver City Homeowners 
Association’s annual open house 
proved to be a big success. Nearly 
600 visitors, mostly from the 
Treasure Valley, braved cold 
temperatures to fl ock to the event 
held Saturday and Sunday.

“It was a chilly experience,” 
Idaho Hotel co-owner Jerri 
Nelson said of the unexpectedly 
cold weather. 

Nelson said the annual event 
had the third-largest turnout 
ever.

Adults paid $10 each, and 
children younger than 6 years 
old were charged $5, to tour the 

old town.
Monies collected from the 

event will be used for the Silver 
City Homeowners Association 
Watchman’s fund, which helps 
to provide living quarters for the 
watchman hired to care for the 
historic mining town during the 
winter months. 

Nelson said the funds also will 
be used for upgrades to the city 
water system.

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n 
on Silver City, visit  www.
historicsilvercityidaho.com.

— JWB

Silver City open house attracts 600

Past, present mingle in Silver City
Clockwise from top: Several hundred visitors descended on the historic Owyhee County mining town of 

Silver City during the weekend. Silver City’s Masonic Hall was among the buildings open for tours. Visitors 
got some of the town’s charm at one of the shops in the town. Submitted photos
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WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT QUANTITIES AND CORRECT PRINTED ERRORS  •  PRICES EFFECTIVE       
Marsing, Idaho

9/20/06 thru 9/26/06

Old Elpaso
Taco Shells
10 ct.

Gain & Cheer
Laundry Detergents
53-63 oz.

Western Family
Cereal
Asst’d Varieties

Citrina
Punch
Gallon

Jeff’s Choice

Rib Steak

12pk 12oz Cans

Pork

Sirloin Roast
Western Family 12 oz.

Bacon
Western Family 32 oz.

Cheese

Western Family 3 lb.

Sausage
Gem Pack

Chorizo
John Morrell

Cocktail Smokies

Salad Mix
Bunch

Celery
Cello Wrapped
Lettuce

2 Liter Bottle
Pepsi Products

Boneless Beef

Cross Rib Steak

Western Family 64 oz.
Apple Juice & Cider

Maruchan 3 oz.
Ramen Noodles

24pk 12oz Cans
Natural Light or Ice Beer

12 oz. Frozen 18pk 12oz Cans

HOURS: Mon. - Sat. 6:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. - Sunday 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.

Lipton Noodles ‘n Sauce or

Rice ‘n Sauce

Western Family
Hot Cocoa Mix
10 ct.

Gold Medal
Flour
25 lb.

Solo
Plastic Cups
30-50 ct.

Eggo Waf es
10 ct.

$129
ea.

Budweiser
Beer

NO LIMIT PER COUPON • PER VISIT

Pepsi
Products

Snake River Mart

Shasta Soda
12 Pack

Budget Gourmet-
Michelina’s- Yu Sing
Asst’d Frozen Entrees

Western Family
Cottage Cheese
16 oz.

Lemons 4/$1

Limes

Western Family
Bagged Cereal
28-32 oz.

Lay’s 
Potato Chips
13.25-13.75 oz.

$899
ea.

4-5.4 oz.

Cheetos & Fritos
8.5-10 oz.

Western Family
Vegetable in Sauce
12 oz. Frozen

Jalapeños

Western Family
Petite Corn & Peas
16 oz. Bag Frozen

Western Family

Orange Juice

Soft-n-Gentle
Bath Tissue
24 Roll

Boneless Beef

Cross Rib Roast

Swanson’s
Hungryman Dinners
15.5-18.7 oz. Frozen

1 lb.

Baby Carrots

for
$103

SRM COUPON

off
NO LIMIT PER COUPON • PER VISIT

10 lb.

Red Potatoes

ea.
$119

All Varieties

Tomatoes

$289
lb.2 $4for

ea.89¢

ea.89¢
ea.

$229

Half Bushels

Local Onions & 
Fruit

Seedless

Grapes

$129
lb.

$499
ea.

10 $1for

8 $1for

2 $3for

ea.
$649

ea.
$139

ea.
$129

Old Elpaso
Salsa
16 oz.

Old Elpaso
Enchilada Sauce
10 oz.

1/21/2 Bushel Fruit Bushel Fruit
Any Variety!Any Variety!

5050¢¢

Fall Time SavingsFall Time Savings

lb.69¢

$129
ea.

ea.
$109

ea.
$199

ea.
$499

ea.79¢

2 $5for

2 $3for

ea.

$699

Pork

Sirloin Chops

$199
ea.

$299
ea.

ea.89¢
ea.99¢

$199
ea.

for
$1010

ea.
$149

2 $5for

2 $4for

4 $10for

ea.
$799

ea.
$289

ea.
$199

lb.

$199
lb.

$219

lb.

$539
lb.

$139

lb.

$129

99¢
ea.

99¢
lb.

ea.

$119999¢
ea.

KC Masterpiece
BBQ Sauce
18 oz. Original Only

ea.
$149

Jolly Time Microwave
Blastobutter Popcorn
3 ct. ea.

$159


